[Alkaline phosphatase in human lymphocytes. I. Cytochemical detection of alkaline phosphatase in normal human peripheral blood lymphocytes].
The present paper deals with a sensitive cytochemical method of identifying alkaline phosphatase (AP) in rosette-forming lymphocytes gained from the peripheral blood of healthy human beings. The percentage of AP-positive lymphocytes amounts to 5%, with all cells comprising B- and O-lymphocyte population and with T-lymphocytes being negative. In a group of healthy test persons, recently, however, having undergone various inflammatory processes or virus diseases, the number of AP-positive lymphocytes is significantly higher, from 41-73% in B- and O-lymphocytes and from 6-38% in T-lymphocytes. This observation indicates that AP in lymphocytes may have a clinical significance in reactive lymphoproliferative processes, which must be elucidated by further investigations.